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EDITOR’S CORNER 
Barking V Athletic Newham 

     
Good afternoon everyone, and welcome to Lawtech Stadium for 
this Essex Senior League tie against Athletic Newham! 
 
We are back in league action after an unforgettable midweek tie 
in the London Senior Cup 3rd Round against AFC Croydon 
Athletic! We found ourselves 3-0 down with just 15 minutes to 
go, before two goals for Juwon Akintunde and an injury time 
equaliser from Fahad Nyanja sent the game to a penalty 
shootout where he continued our impressive penalty shootout 
record, making it 1 defeat in 14 in penalty shootouts, and our 
5th consecutive successful penalty shootout! A full report can be 
found on page 4. We will now face another Isthmian League 
South East side in Erith Town, on a date to be confirmed. 
 
Today’s programme also contains reports from our previous fixtures, but not against 
Takeley last Saturday which was postponed. This will also be rearranged for a future date 
to be confirmed. 
 
Come on you Blues! 
 
Penned by programme editor Trevor Gilbert  
 
Disclaimer: Please note any opinion, statement or views expressed in this programme are 
those of the various contributors and are not necessarily endorsed by Barking Football 
Club. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LAWTECH STADIUM GROUND RULES 
 
All persons entering Lawtech Stadium on match days are only admitted subject to these 
rules and regulations. The club reserves the right to eject from the ground, and prosecute 
if thought appropriate; any person who within the club’s premises is considered by the 
club to be in breach of the following: 
 
1: Entering the ground by any means other than through the proper turnstiles or gates. 
2: Entering the field of play before, during or after the game. 
3: Using obscene or abusive language or persistent swearing likely to cause offence. 
4: Using terms of abuse, racial or otherwise, likely to offend. 
5: Being drunk or under the influence of alcohol or drugs. 
6: Making vulgar or obscene gestures. 
7: Carrying any offensive object or throwing any article onto the field of play. 
8: No glass bottles, drinking glasses or other such article or object to be permitted.  
9: Sitting on the perimeter fence is not permitted.  All vehicles are parked at the 

owner’s/ driver’s risk. 
10: Spectators are not permitted to bring or play with Footballs in the stadium 
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CLUB HONOURS 
Barking FC are steeped in history and below are our major honours, for a full list 

please visit www.barking-fc.co.uk 
 

Isthmian League - Champions   1978/79      
Essex Senior League - Champions                 2016/17                                                                                        
Athenian League - Champions                     1934/35 
London League Premier - Champions           1920/21 
London League Division One - Champions 1909-10 
FA Non-League Team of the Year  1978/79                                                                                            
FA Cup - Second Round Proper  1978/79, 1979/80, 1981/82, 1983/84                                           
FA Amateur Cup - Runners Up  1926/27                                                                                                                                 
FA Trophy best - Second Round  1979/80                                                                                  
FA Vase Best - Fifth Round (Last 16)  1996/97         
London Senior Cup - Winners  1911/12, 1920/21, 1926/27, 1978/79    
Essex Senior Cup – Winners  1893/94, 1895/96, 1919/20, 1945/46, 1962/63,             
  1969/70, 1989/90                                                                                                               
East Anglian Cup - Winners  1937/38, 1953/54 (Shared)   
Essex Thameside Trophy – Winners  1952/53 (Shared), 1956/57, 1958/59, 1996/97                                                  
Gordon Brasted Trophy - Winners  2014/15 
Errington Challenge Cup – Winners      2022/23 
Dylon Shield Winners      1979/80                                                                                
Essex Senior League Reserve  
Division – Champions  2011/12 
 
The club has also been Champions in the following competitions: 
Essex Elizabethan Trophy, Essex Intermediate Cup, East Anglian Cup, South Essex League, Leyton & 
District League, London Charity Cup/ Eastern Floodlight Cup, Essex Floodlight Cup, Mithras Cup and 
the Premier Midweek league. 
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AFC CROYDON ATHLETIC 3-
Tuesday 14 January 2025 – London Senior Cup 3rd Round – Report by Terry Gilbert 

 
Barking showed determination 
and resilience to overcome a 

3-0 deficit against AFC 
Croydon tonight, forcing a 3-3 

draw in injury time and 
eventually winning 6-5 on 

penalties to progress to the 
quarter f inals of the London 

Senior Cup for the fourth year 
in a row. 

 
In the only previous meeting 

between the two sides in 
October 2022, also ended in a 
Barking penalty shootout win. 

 
The visitors had problems even 

before kicking off when Pat 
Ahern was injured in the 
warm-up, forcing William  

Oduwa to step in at the last 
minute. New signings Joseph 

Johnson and Ugonna Emenike made their debuts, while Caleb Dennis was unavailable due to being cup-tied 
having played against us in the previous round. 

 
Barking started brightly and matched the home side early on, with a corner in the f ifth minute tipped over 
by Croydon keeper Amadou Tangara. Saweed Djinadou had a good chance moments later but f ired wide 

and Barking gave as good as they got but repeatedly fell afoul of the offside f lag in the f inal third. On 26 a 
Sam Edwards free kick is pushed away by Tangara but Juwon Akintunde is f lagged offside trying to get to 
the rebound. Croydon took the lead in the 43rd minute when Dan Purdue made an excellent save but the 
ball was recycled to Kadell Daniel who pounced on a rebound to cut inside and place the ball past Purdue. 
Things worsened in f irst-half stoppage time when a break down the right resulted in Daniel doubling his 

tally, leaving Barking trailing 2-0 at the break. 
 

Three halftime substitutions injected some energy into Barking’s play, but an early setback in the 52nd 
minute when Barking were caught out by a long ball forward and Shay Brennan f ired home for Croydon, 

making it 3-0. Barking struggled to create clear chances until the 74th minute when Akiljo Balliu 
found Juwon Akintunde in the box, and the striker coolly f inished to give the visitors hope at 3-1.  

 
Croydon nearly extended their lead in the 80th minute, but a golden chance went begging as the ball was 
somehow f ired wide, a miss that eventually would prove costly. In the 82nd minute, Barking came close 

when a foul on Ellis Lawson gave Sam Edwards a free kick opportunity, but his effort rattled the crossbar. 
The visitors clawed another goal back in the 88th minute when Edwards’ free kick was missed by Tangara, 

as the head of Juwon Akintunde got there f irst to make it 3-2.  
 

With the clock ticking down, Barking’s persistence paid off in the second minute of added time. Edwards 
delivered a pinpoint corner to the far post, where Fahad Nyanja at the far post nodded home to complete 

a dramatic comeback at 3-3 and send the tie to penalties. 
 

Both teams displayed nerves of steel during the shootout, converting their f irst f ive penalties. Sam 
Edwards, Teddy Stacey, Fahad Nyanja, Sam Shaban, and Juwon Akintunde all scored for Barking, while 
Croydon matched them, albeit with Walter Figueira’s effort going in off the post. In sudden death, Akiljo 

Balliu calmly slotted his penalty to make it 6-5 for Barking. The pressure then proved too much for 
Croydon’s Mekhi Savage, who f ired his spot kick wide, sealing Barking’s place in the quarter f inals. 

 
We will now host Erith Town in the quarter f inals on a date to be confirmed.  
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12TH MAN SCHEME
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Fundraising 2024-25 
 

There are some great ways to raise money for our 
great club. Contact Dave Blewitt 

07875 842 805 for further details 
 

  
NEW FUNDRAISING PACKAGES! 

 
 
 

£1000 - Three 6ft by 3ft pitch side banners, company logo 
entry in our match day magazine and website advert. 

 
 
 

£750 - Two 6ft by 3ft pitch side banners and website 
advert. 

 
 
 

£500 - One 6ft by 3ft pitch side banner and company logo 
entry in our match day magazine 

 
PLEASE CONTACT DAVE BLEWITT FOR FURTHER DETAILS 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
d
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MATCH CENTRE 
 

 

DATE OPPONENTS COMP SCORE ATT GOAL SCORERS 
27 Jul 24 FC Clacton ESL 3-0 146 Akintunde (pen), M. McDonald, John 

30 Jul 24 Stanway Rovers ESL 1-1 102 Bademosi 

03 Aug 24 Tring Athletic FACEPR 1-1 196 Edwards 

06 Aug 24 Tring Athletic FACEPR R 1-0 108 Own Goal 

10 Aug 24 Takeley ESL 1-3 82 M. McDonald 

17 Aug 24 Redbridge FAC PR 1-0 133 Akintunde 

24 Aug 24 FC Baresi FAV1QR 4-0 73 B. McDonald (x2), Akintunde (x2) 

31 Aug 24 St Neots Town FAC 1Q 2-2 338 Akintunde, Own Goal 

3 Sept 24 St Neots Town FAC 1Q R 3-2 (AET) 93 Bademosi, Stacey, Johnson 

6 Sep 24 West Essex  ESL 1-0 83 Edwards 

14 Sept 24 Gorleston FAC 2Q 2-2 148 M. McDonald, Akintunde 

17 Sept 24 Gorleston FAC 2Q R 0-1 132  
21 Sept 24 Takeley  FAV 2Q 0-3 73  

24 Sept 24 West Essex ECC PR 1-2 53 Byrne-Hewitt 

28 Sep 24 Benfleet ESL 5-2 49 M. McDonald, Akintunde, Bademosi, Anderson, Shaban 

02 Oct 24 White Ensign ESC 1R 3-3 (5-3 pens)  Wade, Shaban, Kreka  

05 Oct 24 Little Oakley ESL 2-1 64 Cobblah, Lukyamuzi 

08 Oct 24 Buckhurst Hill ESC 2R 0-1 58  

12 Oct 24 Halstead Town ESL 5-2 229 Shaban x3, Anderson, Akintunde 

19 Oct 24 FC Clacton  PBMT 1R 3-4 37 Bademosi, Akintunde (pen), Shaban 

22 Oct 24 Ilford ESL 2-2 54 Bademosi, Martin 

25 Oct 24 Buckhurst Hill ESL 2-4 86 Akintunde, Jackson 

02 Nov 24 Stansted ESL 1-0 102 Shaban 
05 Nov 24 Frenford ESL 0-2 63  
09 Nov 24 Saffron Walden Town ESL 3-1 72 Mabassa, Akintunde x2 

16 Nov 24 Great Wakering Rovers ESL 2-0 135 Ahern, Akintunde 

20 Nov 24 Ilford ESL 2-2 92 Shaban, Akintunde 

23 Nov 24 Sawbridgeworth Town ESL 2-0 50 Shaban, Akintunde 

26 Nov 24  Haringey Borough LSC 2R 3-0 87 Martin, Shaban x2 

30 Nov 24 Hullbridge Sports ESL 1-0 54 Ngoo 

10 Dec 24 White Ensign ESL 3-2 52 Maragh, Akintunde, Shaban 

20 Dec 24 Woodford Town ESL 1-2 74 Akintunde 

28 Dec 24 Romford ESL 3-1 117 Lawson, Shaban, Martin  

04 Jan 25 White Ensign ESL 0-2 77  

07 Jan 25 Frenford  ESL 3-1 72 Djinadou, Dennis, Nyanja (pen) 

14 Jan 25 AFC Croydon Athletic LSC 3R 3-3 (6-5 pens) 81 Akintunde x2, Nyanja 

18 Jan 25 Athletic Newham ESL    

25 Jan 25 Little Oakley ESL    

01 Feb 25 Halstead Town ESL    

04 Feb 25 Benfleet  ESL    

08 Feb 25 Saffron Walden Town ESL    

15 Feb 25 Buckhurst Hill ESL    

22 Feb 25 Stanway Rovers ESL    

01 Mar 25 Hullbridge Sports ESL    

08 Mar 25 FC Clacton ESL    

15 Mar 25 Sawbridgeworth Town ESL    
21 Mar 25 West Essex ESL    
29 Mar 25 Athletic Newham ESL    
05 Apr 25 Stansted  ESL    
11 Apr 25 Romford ESL    
19 Apr 25 Great Wakering Rovers ESL    
26 Apr 25 Woodford Town ESL    

 Takeley  ESL    
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ESSEX SENIOR LEAGUE TABLE 
 

Any form of discriminatory abuse whether it by reason of age, disability, gender 
reassignment, race, religion and belief, marriage and civil partnership, pregnancy and 
maternity, sex and sexual orientation or any other form of abuse will be reported to 

The Football Association for action by that Association.” (The FA 0800 085 0508 / Kick it 
Out 020 7253 0162). 
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ATHLETIC NEWHAM 
 

The club was founded in 2015 as a youth team known 
as Lopes Tavares London FC before transitioning to 
adult football the following season and joining the 

Essex Alliance Football League. 
 

After two seasons in the Premier Division, the club 
joined the newly formed Division One South, part of 

the Eastern Counties Football League, for the 
2018/19 season. 

 
In the 2020/21 season, the club was renamed from 
Lopes Tavares London FC to Athletic Newham FC. That same season, we were promoted 

to the Essex Senior Premier Division based on our performance in the abandoned 
2019/20 and 2020/21 seasons. 

 
In the 2021/22 season, we finished in a respectable 8th position in the Essex Senior 
League, just 7 points outside the playoffs. The following season (2022/23) saw us 

narrowly miss the playoffs by a single point. The 2023/24 season was disappointing, as 
we finished in 11th place. The club has learned a lot from the last two seasons, and 

significant changes have been implemented for the 2024/25 season. 
 

In the 2023/24 season the club faced some changes in team management, however, for 
the 2024/25 season, Athletic Newham FC enter the Essex Senior League under the 
leadership of Diogo Nobre and his assistant, Ricardo Freitas as well as the first team 

coaches Potchu Calucane and Clement Anselm. 
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FRENFORD 1-  
Tuesday 7th January – Essex Senior League – Report by Terry Gilbert 

 
On a bitterly cold evening, Barking showed their resilience to secure a 3-1 victory over Frenford, 

bouncing back from their weekend defeat.  
 

With four new signings in the starting lineup and another on the bench, the refreshed squad 
delivered a much-needed win, with debutants Djinadou Saweed and Caleb Dennis both marking 

their first appearances with goals. 
 

Barking started brightly, with Sherquan Touissant delivering a dangerous cross in the sixth 
minute that Frenford goalkeeper Kasey Clark did well to block with his body. However, despite 
Barking’s early dominance, clear-cut chances were few and far between in the opening stages 
The deadlock was broken in the 22nd minute when Akilijo Balliu latched onto a through ball 

from Teddy Stacey and squared it across the box to the waiting Saweed Djinadou, who calmly 
side-footed the ball home to open his account for Barking and put the visitors ahead.  

 
Frenford looked to respond but found Barking goalkeeper Dan Purdue untroubled. Barking 

began to assert control, with Clark called into action multiple times. In the 33rd minute, Caleb 
Dennis was fouled just outside the box, and Billy Knott’s resulting free kick was spectacularly 

turned away by Clark. As the first half wound down, Frenford started to press more, but 
Barking’s defenders held firm, heading into halftime with a slender single goal lead. 

 
Frenford emerged from the break picking up where they left off and it was no surprise that their 
pressure paid off in the 51st minute. A free kick from Nick Reynolds was flicked on by former 
Blue Warren Kayembe to Taymar Fleary, who fired home the equaliser, leaving Purdue with no 
chance. Barking responded well, nearly regaining the lead six minutes later when Saweed’s flick 
freed Balliu, but his angled shot was wide. In the 69th minute, Barking’s persistence paid off. 

Geneiro Maragh and Balliu combined to set up Touissant, who ended a run across the area 
culminating with a low shot that smacked the post. Caleb Dennis was quickest to react, 

looping a follow-up shot into the net to restore Barking’s lead at 2-1. 
 

The second goal visibly deflated Frenford and their attacking threat began to wane. Barking 
took full advantage and secured the points in the 80th minute. Balliu chased down another 

Stacey through ball into the box and was fouled by Reynolds, earning the Blues a 
penalty. Fahad Nyanja stepped up confidently and smashed the spot kick into the top right 

corner to make it 3-1.  
 

With a two-goal cushion, Barking comfortably saw out the remaining minutes as Frenford 
struggled to mount any meaningful attacks. Victory lifting the Blues back into sixth place in the 

league. 
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WHITE ENSIGN 2
Saturday 4 January – Essex Senior League – Report by Trevor Gilbert 

 
After last week’s comeback success against Romford, it was a bridge too far for a further 
depleted Barking side who had no answer for the low block and quick counter attacking 

style of White Ensign, who were in complete control during their 2-0 victory at Burroughs 
Park. Goals from Jon Evans and Nathan Wilson were enough to take all three points for the 

home side. 
 

It was a frosty day but credit to White Ensign’s landlords Great Wakering Rovers who had 
done an excellent job for preparing their pitch for the biting frost experienced in the 

evenings and it was clear that there was no question about the status of the game. Barking 
had as many players available as unavailable, missing Miles Smith, Jay Bacon, Sam 

Edwards, Izzy Bademosi, Geneiro Maragh, Sam Shaban, Juwon Akintunde, Marcel McDonald 
among others for a variety of reasons including the usual injuries and suspension. 

 
Barking were forced to turn to their near empty bench just minutes into the game as 

Jeremy Arthur was forced off with what seemed to be an ankle injury meaning the one 
returning player, Henry Mabassa from suspension, was pressed into action early. Barking 

had the first shot of note after 17 minutes as Teddy Stacey’s effort from outside of the box 
was comfortably collected by Whitney in the White Ensign goal. Mabassa caused panic after 
22 minutes as his poor header back was latched onto by an Ensign attacker but Dan Purdue 

capitalised on a poor touch by the striker to smother and collect the ball. Ensign were 
awarded their third penalty in two league games against Barking on the half hour mark, 

there could be no complaint for the Yellows as Mabassa bundled down his opponent in the 
box after being turned and chasing him into it. For the third time, Jon Evans put the ball 

down and slotted the ball past Purdue to give the home side the lead. Barking managed to 
finally put a spell of pressure together as the first half came to an end but this produced no 

chances. 
 

With his hands almost tied, Craig Edwards changed the shape at half time, with Mabassa 
being pushed up front to support the lonely Tony Martin, with Fahad Nyanja switching to 

left back. It didn’t help however and the home team had their second with ten minutes on 
the clock for the second half: an Ensign free kick on the edge of the box was curled towards 
the penalty spot and it was met by Nathan Wilson who managed to bundle the ball home. 

Purdue did well to save a powerful effort at his near post after 66 minutes as Barking 
struggled to break the home side down. It was Ensign who looked more like scoring and 

nearly had a third after 80 minutes as Teddy Stacey was dispossessed with a strong tackle 
in the centre circle but the attacker slotted the ball wide of the target after being set 

through on goal. Barking did manage the first shot on target for the second half shortly 
after as a long throw fell to Charlie Thomson in the box, his powerful half volley stung the 

palms of Joe Whitney in the Ensign goal but he did well to pluck the ball out of the air. 
 

That was it for the Yellows, who simply couldn’t get going against a side much more used to 
playing with each other and took their chances while denying Barking any real efforts. 
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HAVEN’T WE MET BEFORE? 
Our last meetings with Athletic Newham compiled by Terry Gilbert 

April 20th 2024 – Essex Senior League 
Athletic Newham 0 
Barking 0 
 
March 9th 2024 – Essex Senior League 
Barking 2 (Brad Rowland, Sam Dowridge Pen) 
Athletic Newham 1 
 
April 27th 2023 – Errington Challenge Cup Semi Final 
Barking 4 (Sam Shaban 2, Ahmed Abdullah 2 (1 Pen)) 
Athletic Newham 3 - After Extra Time 
 
January 6th 2023 – Essex Senior League 
Barking 3 (Kenedi Dariri, Sam Shaban, Charlie Heatley) 
Athletic Newham 2 
 
October 4th 2022 – Essex Senior League 
Athletic Newham 2 
Barking 2 (Tim Ogunrinde, Luke Hirst) 

 

ON THIS DAY 
A selection of Barking games from this day in the past by Terry Gilbert 

January 18th 2020 - Isthmian League North Division 
Barking 2 (Michael Dixon 2 (1 Penalty)) 
Chalfont St Peter 2 
 
January 18th 2003 - Isthmian League Division 1 
Wingate & Finchley 0 
Barking 3 (Dean Allen 3) 
 
January 18th 1997 - FA Vase Fourth Round 
Barking 1 (Paul Rogan Penalty) 
Woodbridge Town 0 
 
January 18th 1986 - Isthmian League Premier Division  
Barking 2 (Henry Clark, Paul Watts) 
Harrow Borough 0 
 
January 18th 1977 - Isthmian League Premier Division  
Sutton United 1 
Barking 0 
 
January 18th 1969 - Essex Senior Cup Fifth Round 
Hornchurch 0 
Barking 1 (Neville Fox) 
  
January 18th 1958 - Essex Senior Cup  
Barking 3 (Vic Harrison 2, Tommy Court)  
Harwich & Parkeston 0 
 
January 18th 1947 - FA Amateur Cup First Round  
Barking 1 (George Gray)  
Hayes 2 
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Barking Football Club 

Lawtech Stadium, Lodge Avenue, Dagenham, Essex, RM8 2JR 

Tel: 07961 323 320 
Website: www.barking-fc.co.uk 
E-Mail: secretary@barking-fc.co.uk 
 
Barking FC Football Club Ltd, Company No 12513321, a private company limited 

by guarantee. 
 

Club Personnel 
 

President 
Dave Blewitt  

 
Life Vice Presidents 

Eddie McClusky, John Wilson, Derek Pedder, John Harrison 
 

Club Chairman: Rob O’Brien 
Vice Chairman: Mick O’Shea 

Club Secretary, Match Day Secretary & Treasurer: Keith Whittington 
Website Editor & Archivist (on-line archives): Terry Gilbert 

Match Day Programme Editor & Press Officer: Trevor Gilbert 
Archivist (written and printed archives): Derek Pedder 

Public Address System: Dave Blewitt 
Boardroom Hospitality: Maureen Debenham 

Clubhouse Hospitality: Debbie O’Brien & Mark Harris 
Head Groundsmen: Rob O’Brien 
Ground Maintenance: Fred Ilott 

Match Day Dressing Room Security: Archie Buckland 
Club Safety Officer: John Hockley 

Equality & Diversity Officer: Anna Russell 
Matchday and Social Media Content Creator: Harry Bamotra 
Matchday and Social Media Content Creator: Reece Lammin 

 
First Team Manager: Craig Edwards 

Assistant Manager: Wale Ojelabi 
Physiotherapist: Chanelle Callison 

 
Under 23s Manager: Mel Ramsay 

 
Academy Director: Mick O’Shea 

Head of Youth Football & Welfare Officer: Anna Russell 
  

http://www.barking-fc.co.uk/
mailto:secretary@barking-fc.co.uk
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THANKS TO OUR NEW SHIRT SPONSORS! 
 

HOME KIT &  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

https://clobbercartelz.com/ 
 

THIRD KIT 
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Essex Senior League  
Saturday 18 January 2025 

Kick Off 3:00pm 
 

 

Barking FC  No. Athletic Newham 
1. 

Charlie Thomson 2. Rodney Dame 
Geneiro Maragh 3. Louis Hiobi 
Sam Edwards  4. Daniel Udanoh 

Pat Ahern 5. Charlie Campbell 
Henry Mabassa 6. Abubakar Mohammed 
Teddy Stacey 7. Victor Ferrini 

Jerrold Cobblah 8. Abdul Khamis 
Tony Martin 9. Alex Koxak 
Sam Shaban 10. Leonardo Luis De Carvalho 

Juwon Akintunde 11. Julian Sarmiento-Ramirez 
Izzy Bademosi 12. Imanol Beta 
Tyrese Sibanda 14. Melvin Kambamba 
Fahad Nyanja 15. 

Marcel McDonald 16. Kai Torres 
Andre Anderson 17. Peter Oyetunji 

    
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
NEXT UP AT LAWTECH STADIUM 

SATURDAY 1 FEBRUARY 
HALSTEAD TOWN 

ESSEX SENIOR LEAGUE 

Craig Edwards (Manager) Ricardo Freitas (Manager) 
Wale Ojelabi (Assistant Manager) Clement Anselm (Coach) 

Chanelle Callison (Physiotherapist) Potchu Calucane 

Adeolu Adeyemi Karl Dunnage 
Anthony Abbs 


