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EDITOR’S CORNER
Barking V Halstead Town
Good afternoon everyone, and welcome to Mayesbrook Park for
our opening game back in the Essex Senior League. We extend
a warmest welcome to our opponents for today, Halstead
Town, and hope they have a safe journey here today and back
home. We also extend the same welcome to our officials for
today’s game and thank them for their time today.
Today’s programme will serve as a catch-up for what has been
a busy summer, our fixtures have been released, pre-season
games have been played, and cup draws have been drawn.
This programme therefore contains our full fixture list so far, with our FA Cup and
Vase draws. It also contains results and pictures from our preseason campaign.
Page 14 of the programme contains all the historical information for this date in
Barking history – hopefully history does repeat itself in terms of our last league
game on this date!
As is the way, there have been many in’s and out’s during the summer – some of
these will be covered in this programme – further updates will follow throughout the
season.
Come On You Blues!
Trevor Gilbert, programme editor
Disclaimer: Please note any opinion, statement or views expressed in this
programme are those of the various contributors and are not necessarily endorsed
by Barking Football Club.

MAYESBROOK PARK GROUND RULES
All persons entering Mayesbrook Park on match days are only admitted subject to these rules and regulations.
The club reserves the right to eject from the ground, and prosecute if thought appropriate; any person who
within the club’s premises is considered by the club to be in breach of the following:
1:
2:
3:
4:
5:
6:
7:
8:
9:
10:

Entering the ground by any means other than through the proper turnstiles or gates.
Entering the field of play before, during or after the game.
Using obscene or abusive language or persistent swearing likely to cause offence.
Using terms of abuse, racial or otherwise, likely to offend.
Being drunk or under the influence of alcohol or drugs.
Making vulgar or obscene gestures.
Carrying any offensive object or throwing any article onto the field of play.
No glass bottles, drinking glasses or other such article or object to be permitted.
Sitting on the perimeter fence is not permitted. All vehicles are parked at the owner’s/ driver’s risk.
Spectators are not permitted to bring or play with Footballs in the stadium
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CLUB HONOURS

Barking FC are steeped in history and below are our major honours, for a full list
please visit www.barking-fc.co.uk
Isthmian League - Champions
Essex Senior League - Champions
Athenian League - Champions
London League Premier - Champions
London League Division One - Champions
FA Non-League Team of the Year
FA Cup - Second Round Proper
FA Amateur Cup - Runners Up
FA Trophy best - Second Round
FA Vase Best - Fifth Round (Last 16)
London Senior Cup - Winners
Essex Senior Cup – Winners
East Anglian Cup - Winners
Essex Thameside Trophy – Winners
Gordon Brasted Trophy - Winners
Dylon Shield Winners
Essex Senior League Reserve
Division – Champions

1978/79
2016/17
1934/35
1920/21
1909-10
1978/79
1978/79, 1979/80, 1981/82, 1983/84
1926/27
1979/80
1996/97
1911/12, 1920/21, 1926/27, 1978/79
1893/94, 1895/96, 1919/20, 1945/46, 1962/63,
1969/70, 1989/90
1937/38, 1953/54 (Shared)
1952/53 (Shared), 1956/57, 1958/59, 1996/97
2014/15
1979/80
2011/12

The club has also been Champions in the following competitions:
Essex Elizabethan Trophy, Essex Intermediate Cup, East Anglian Cup, South Essex League, Leyton &
District League, London Charity Cup/ Eastern Floodlight Cup, Essex Floodlight Cup, Mithras Cup and
the Premier Midweek league.
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NEWS ABOUT THE BLUES
FIXTURE NEWS

A full list of our Essex Senior League fixtures can be found on Page 9. The FA
Cup sees us travel to Isthmian North side Coggeshall Town on 6 August in
the Extra Preliminary Round – with the winner hosting either Baldock Town
or Leighton Town. We have been drawn away to FC Elmstead in the 1st
Qualifying Round of the FA Vase, and that will take place on Saturday 27
August. The first rounds of the Peter Butcher Memorial Trophy have also
been drawn; we have been awarded a bye in the first round and will host
Woodford Town in the 2nd round. This tie is scheduled for Tuesday 6
December.

PRESEASON RESULTS
09
12
16
21
23
26

July
July
July
July
July
July

2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022

AFC Hornchurch
Sporting Bengal
East Thurrock
Sungate
Glebe
Dunmow Town

1-3
3-1
1-0
2-2
1-2

NEW SIGNINGS
A list of some of the new faces confirmed for this season!
Name
Harry Baker
Alfie Leach
Jack Folan
Charlie Cole

Position
Defender
Defender
Midfielder
Forward

Timothy Monsheju

Forward

Sam Dickens
Eljay Worrell
Jamie Age

Defender
Defender
Forward

RETAINED PLAYERS

Former Clubs
Clapton
Welling Town
Stansted, Walthamstow
Hullbridge Sports,
Walthamstow
Witham, Hullbridge
Sports
Romford
Tilbury, Redbridge
East Thurrock

Alongside our new players, we are delighted to have retained the services of
Kenidi Dairi, Ben O’Brien, George Okoye, Georgie Fairhead, Jess Norey and
Louis Dillon!
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12TH MAN SCHEME
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Fundraising 2022-23
There are some great ways to raise money for our
great club. Contact Dave Blewitt

07875 842 805 for further details

NEW FUNDRAISING PACKAGES!

£500 - Three 6ft by 3ft pitch side banners, company logo
entry in our match day magazine and website advert.

£400 - Two 6ft by 3ft pitch side banners and website
advert.

£275 - One 6ft by 3ft pitch side banner and company logo
entry in our match day magazine

PLEASE CONTACT DAVE BLEWITT FOR FURTHER DETAILS

THE 50-50 DRAW
George Rose (pictured left) reports that he has
volunteered to continue with the 50-50 draw this season.
Half of the money raised goes towards the club and the
other half will go to the lucky winner!
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2022-23 Kit Sponsorship

Are you interested in sponsoring a Barking player for the season?
Please see Dave Blewitt on match days or contact him on 07875 842
805
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MATCH CENTRE
DATE

OPPONENTS

COMP

30 Jul 22
06 Aug 22

Halstead Town
Coggeshall Town

ESL
FAC EPR

13 Aug 22
15 Aug 22

Little Oakley
Ilford

ESL
ESL

23 Aug 22
27 Aug 22

Stanway Rovers
FC Elmstead

ESL
FAV 1QR

2 Sept 22
6 Sept 22
10 Sept 22

White Ensign
FC Clacton
Redbridge

ESL
ESL
ESL

17 Sept 22
24 Sept 22

Saffron Walden Town
West Essex

ESL
ESL

01 Oct 22
07 Oct 22

Athletic Newham
Saffron Walden Town

ESL
ESL

15 Oct 22
22 Oct 22

Clapton FC
Southend Manor

ESL
ESL

28 Oct 22
5 Nov 22

Sawbridgeworth Town
Buckhurst Hill

ESL
ESL

11 Nov 22
18 Nov 22

Enfield Town
Woodford Town

ESL
ESL

26 Nov 22
3 Dec 22

Stanway Rovers
Takeley

ESL
ESL

6 Dec 22
9 Dec 22

Woodford Town
Southend Manor

PBMT 2R
ESL

17 Dec 22
26 Dec 22

White Ensign
Romford

ESL
ESL

6 Jan 23
14 Jan 23

Athletic Newham
Enfield 1893

ESL
ESL

21 Jan 23
27 Jan 23

Little Oakley
Clapton FC

ESL
ESL

4 Feb 23
11 Feb 23
18 Feb 23
24 Feb 23

West Essex
Halstead Town
Redbridge
Romford

ESL
ESL
ESL
ESL

4 Mar 23
10 Mar 23

Ilford FC
FC Clacton

ESL
ESL

18 Mar 23
25 Mar 23

Buckhurst Hill
Stansted

ESL
ESL

1 Apr 23
8 Apr 23

Stansted
Takeley

ESL
ESL

15 Apr 23
22 Apr 23

Sawbridgeworth Town
Woodford Town

ESL
ESL

SCORE
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ATT

GOAL SCORERS

HALSTEAD TOWN
The club was formed in 1879 following a meeting of 16 "interested gentlemen" in the Town Hall. In the early years
friendlies were played against local villages before the club became members of the North Essex League in 1894.The first
trophy of note was winning the Essex Junior Cup in 1902, beating Chingford 2-0 in the final at Chelmsford. During the
early years of the century the club competed in the Halstead & District League and also the Haverhill & District League.
They played at various grounds in the town including Three Gates, Ravens Meadow, King George playing field, Courtaulds
Sports Ground and Coggeshall Pieces. In 1947 they won the Essex Junior Cup again, beating Eton Manor 6-3 at Grays. In
the following year they moved to their present ground at Rosemary Lane which had been developed from parts of three
fields. In 1949, the clubhouse was opened and the 500-seater stand was added a year later.
Halstead then joined the Essex & Suffolk Border League, finishing joint runners-up to Sudbury in 1955. Three years later,
under Bob Curry Snr, they landed the Championship as well as the League Cup, beating Lakenheath 11-4 on aggregate in
the final. Four Border League titles, six runners-up places and four League Cup victories were amongst the honours that
followed before the club moved up to the Essex Senior League in 1980. In this league, two third places and League Cup
runners-up spot were achieved.
In 1988 Town joined the newly formed Jewson League First Division, from where player-manager Dennis Longhorn led
the club to promotion to the Premier Division and the final of the League Cup. In 1992 Keith Martin was appointed
manager with Ian Phillips as coach, and the club went from strength to strength. They were pipped by a point for the title,
but landed the Essex Senior Trophy, beating Canvey Island 2-0 at Braintree.
The following season 1994/95 they took the title by seven points from Wroxham, and followed up with the title again in
1995/96, this time with Ian Philips in charge. For good measure they took the League Cup as well, beating Fakenham 4-0
in the final at Diss. Steve Parnell, who lifted the club to a promising seventh spot, ended a disappointing spell with Danny
Greaves in charge and then Terry Benson was appointed manager. With only one win in the first 12 games, he then
departed and Shaun Bailey took over the reins.
Due to work commitments, Shaun left and was replaced by the Paul Grimsey, formerly with Sudbury Town. Working with
very limited finances and resources, his first season ended with the relegation to division one. One year later, Andy Clark
joined as assistant manager, and together they were able to land the Division One League and Cup double. They also won
the Uttlesford Charity Cup, overcoming Stansted at Leyton Orient's ground at Brisbane Road.
Season 2003-2004 proved to be a very satisfying one; Town ended up in seventh place and reached the Essex Senior Cup
semi-final before being beaten by Aveley. Paul Grimsey then handed over the reins to Andy Clark, who added a
professional touch to the proceedings. His second in command was Gary Harvey, with keeper Lloyd Pentney also playing
an important part. Season 2004-05 was another excellent season with Town finishing in third position in the league and
winning the League Cup for the second time, beating Histon Reserves 3-1. They also reached the final of the Essex Senior
Cup before going down 0-1 after extra time to a very good Thurrock side.
The next season was a very turbulent affair, with high hopes of success early in the season replaced with a battle against
relegation by the end. Off field problems saw the breakup of the complete first team squad, and also the departure of
manager Andy Clark. Mitchell Springett took over in charge but was forced to leave due to ill health. Under 18's manager
Tony Kinsella was appointed early in 2006, and with a young and inexperienced side made continual improvements until
safety was assured on the final game of the season. The following season, though, the club was unable to fend off
relegation.
In 2007, Jody Brown, joined from Tiptree United, and using the experience he gained from working with Colchester
United youth players, kept a youthful team in the promotion race until pipped for promotion by Whitton United. The
following year, some new faces were brought in and promotion was on the horizon again. However, Lady Luck did not
smile on Halstead and again we missed out on promotion, this time on goal difference to Debenham.
In 2010, Halstead reached the final of Division One KO Cup, losing 1-2 to Clacton and also suffered an extra-time defeat
by Ryman league team, Tilbury, in the final of the East Anglian Trophy. At the start of the 2010-11 season, manager, Jody
Brown decided to stand down and with the resulting uncertainty many of the previous season’s players moved on to
other clubs. Rob Munro, previously with Haverhill Rovers, was drafted in as a short-term stand-in replacement and a
decision was made that the club would pursue a youth policy.
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HALSTEAD TOWN (continued)

The team that started the season was a mixture of players from the previous year, with some recruits who had moved
over from Haverhill and a number of academy trainees. Initially, results were hard
to come by and the team found themselves near the bottom of the league. In
November, Jimmy Holder took over the reins as manager, his fourth such stint
for the club, and the team began to find its feet and climb up the table. Helped
by four victories in the final five games the team eventually finished in 11th
position.
The following season the club had a measure of success in the FA Vase, securing
victories against two clubs from higher divisions before being eliminated, and
they ended the season a respectable 6th place in the league. By the start of
2012-13 season, the league had new sponsors and a new name. Formerly the
Ridgeons League it was now to be known as the Thurlow Nunn League. At this
time a new name also appeared on the bench for Halstead with the
recruitment of Mark Benterman as assistant manager. Mark, who as a player had
spells with Peterborough United and Chelmsford City was previously manager at
Maldon St Mary's. At the end of the season, he was promoted to team manager with his
predecessor, Jimmy Holder, remaining on the bench as his assistant.
In Benterman's first season as manager, 2013-14, the team finished 6th in the league and also brought some silverware to
the club by virtue of a hard-fought, 4-3 victory at Witham Town in the final of the Tolleshunt D'Arcy trophy. This brought
the trophy back to Rosemary Lane for the first time since 1997. Another success for the club was the recently-formed Vets
team who remained unbeaten throughout the season and won the North Essex Veterans league at the first attempt.
Despite this, the club's focus was still on gaining promotion to the Thurlow Nunn Premier League. The following season
was disappointing but a strong challenge was made during the 2015-16 season, with the club still in with a chance of
promotion until the very last game. However, on that fateful day results went against the club and the final league table
showed the Humbugs, as they were now known, in 4th spot, one place below the promotion places.
During this season, changes occurred off the field. Jimmy Holder stood down as chairman and in his place Darren Mitchell
took over the hot seat, joined by some new additions to the committee, and it was decided that work should be started to
improve the ground and facilities. The clubhouse was completely modernised, showers updated and thanks to assistance
from new sponsors, Milbank Concrete, the external walkways and terracing was greatly improved.
The 2016-17 season is one that will be remembered for the exciting FA Cup run which saw Halstead beat two teams from
higher divisions. Firstly, Newmarket Town from the Thurlow Nunn Premier League were beaten 2-1 at the newly-named
Milbank Stadium before Halstead travelled to the other side of Essex for a sensational 3-2 victory at Ryman League side,
Thurrock FC. The reward for this was a tie at near neighbours, AFC Sudbury and over 100 Humbugs supporters made the
short trip across the county border to see the encounter. On the day, however, the home side, who play their football in a
league 3 steps higher than Halstead, were just too good and the FA Cup dream ended with a 6-0 defeat.
Nevertheless, the endeavour and application of the players, together with the conduct of the visiting supporters did
themselves and the club proud. Later the same season, Mark Benterman left the role of manager and was replaced by
Mark McLean with Pete Travers as his assistant. For season 2018-19 the Football Association made changes to the
structure of the Eastern Counties league and Halstead Town joined a new league, the Thurlow Nunn First Division South.
In their first season in this league, the club challenged for first spot all season but unfortunately fell away towards the end
and eventually finished 3rd. The club celebrated its 140th anniversary in 2019.
Halstead Town have had a prolonged period in Division 1 but this season (22/23) we see our return to Step 5 after 15
years, albeit in the Essex Senior league which we haven’t graced for 24 years. The return coming via the play-off’s at the
end of the 2021/22 season in which we overcame great odds to secure a 2-1 victory at Buckhurst Hill.
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PRE-SEASON PHOTO REVIEW

We opened up pre-season on a sweltering afternoon against a tough Hornchurch side who ran out 3-1
winners. Pictured: Kenedi Dariri (left), George Okoye (centre), Alessandro Wisdom (right).

Next up we hosted Sporting Bengal and
this time it was our turn to run out 3-1
winners, goals from Jack Folan (top left),
Alfie Leach (bottom left) and George
Okoye (above)

Any form of discriminatory abuse whether it by reason of age, disability, gender
reassignment, race, religion and belief, marriage and civil partnership, pregnancy and
maternity, sex and sexual orientation or any other form of abuse will be reported to
The Football Association for action by that Association.” (The FA 0800 085 0508 / Kick it
Out 020 7253 0162).
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Another hot Saturday saw Barking see off
Isthmian North side East Thurrock by 1-0
scoreline, with the goal scored by new
signing Charlie Cole (above).

A PDF - Simon Holms test doc.pdf

Pictured: Ben O’Brien (top left), Harry
Baker (left)

A slightly depleted side travelled to Kent
Step 5 side Glebe and were defeated 2-1.
Pictured: Harry Baker (top), Sam Dickens
(right)
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HAVEN’T WE MET BEFORE?

All of our last six meetings with Halstead Town compiled by Terry Gilbert
October 18th 1994 – Essex Senior Cup First Round
Halstead Town 3
Barking 2 (Jeff Wood, Mick Cole)
March 16th 1995 – Eastern Floodlit Cup First Round
Barking 4 (David May, John Varney, Jeff Wood 2)
Halstead Town 2
November 28th 2000 – Essex Senior Cup Third Round
Halstead Town 0
Barking 1 (Nathan Thomas)

ON THIS DAY

A selection of Barking games from this day in the past by Terry Gilbert
July 30th 2019 – Friendly
Barking 1 (A. Trialist)
Fisher 1
July 30th 2016 – Essex Senior League
Barking 4 (John Bricknell, Petrit Elbi 2, Ricky Tarbard)
Redbridge 0
July 30th 2015 – Friendly
Redbridge 3
Barking 1 (Sipho Mtyanda)
July 30th 2013 – Friendly
Barking 2 (Joe Turner, Ben Turner)
Romford 2
July 30th 2011 – Friendly
Harold Wood Athletic 1
Barking 1 (Ben Jones)
July 30th 2005 – Friendly
Redbridge 1
Barking 1 (Wayne Vaughan Penalty)
July 30th 2003 – Friendly
Barkingside 6
Barking 0
July 30th 2002 – Friendly
Barking 2 (Terry Scotchmer, Mervin Abraham)
Ford United 2
July 30th 1995 – Friendly
Walthamstow Pennant 2
Barking 1 (Opponent)
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ON THIS DAY: BARKING 4-0 REDBRIDGE
Saturday July 30 2016 – Essex Senior League

Barking took all three points against newly-relegated Redbridge FC thanks to a 4-0 victory at Mayesbrook Park. A
second half goal for John Bricknell, followed by a quick-fire double from Petrit Elbi were rounded off by a late
first goal for Ricky Tarbard. Barking now have to switch attention away from the league as Takeley travel to
Mayesbrook Park in the Extra Preliminary Round of the FA Cup.
Barking started strongly and should have taken the lead after four minutes – debutant Paul Oshin won the ball in
midfield for chipping it through to Joe Pearman who saw his shot smack against the post but rebound to Petrit
Elbi but his attempt to convert go wide of the post. With just under 20 minutes on the clock Bricknell saw a shot
flash past the post after cutting in from the left wing and it was followed shortly after by Redbridge’s first chance,
as a corner fell to an away player in the box but the chance was stabbed wide. Bricknell found himself through on
goal thanks to a long ball and his chipped attempt was over the head of ex-Barking goalkeeper Mark Parker but
unfortunately was also over the goal. Parker was called into action 10 minutes later as he palmed away Oshin’s
cross to deny Elbi an easy headed goal. With 5 minutes left Parker again did well as he foiled Elbi from a Barking
counter-attack after the ball had been cutback by Pearman. With a minute to go Barking had two good chances
as Tarbard crossed to Pearman who shot wide. Captain Ben O’Brien then found himself through on goal at a
narrow angle after some good football but he was again denied by Parker, who this time used his feet to claw the
ball away from goal.
After the half time break the game continued in the same manner with Barking have the majority of the chances,
with first debutant Liam Burgess forcing Parker into a comfortable diving catch before Timi Abiola, also making
his first start for Barking in the ESL, cut in from playing in a make-shift left back position to shoot over. Barking
finally took advantage of the pressure after 62 minutes as Elbi swung the ball into the box where it found
Bricknell who took the ball past one defender before calmly toe poking the ball past the onrushing Parker and
into the net. Barking pressure continued as Steve Willis collided with Parker while going for the ball. This left
Parker struggling and in need of being substituted but as Redbridge again lost the ball in midfield Barking
continued to attack and Tarbard’s perfect cross was met by an acrobatic header from Elbi with Parker stranded
and doubled the Blues’ lead. Parker was finally substituted with an outfield player forced to don the gloves.
Barking scored their third goal in 8 minutes as Oshin set Pearman down the left wing who squared the ball to Elbi
in the box who sidefooted the ball past the stand-in keeper and into the bottom right corner of the net. Barking
pressure continued as the stand-in goalkeeper was forced into some good saves to prevent Pearman with 15
minutes remaining and he also saw an attempt for hattrick flash wide as Elbi’s shot flashed wide after he had
received the ball from substitute Matheus Santos. With Joe Omogiate and Matheus Santos coming on in the
second the Blues finished the game with 4 players that played for the Scholars side in the National cup final v
Kidderminster (also Abiola and Tarbard). The link between the first team and the Academy was further
highlighted in stoppage time as Santos crossed deep into the box for Omogiate who controlled the ball and
turned before setting the ball back to Tarbard who calmly slotted the ball across the goalkeeper and into the
bottom left corner of the net for his first senior goal and Barking’s fourth of the day.
That was all of the action and the fourth goal capped off a comfortable game for the Blues even if it took a while
for Barking to take the lead. There were only 5 games on the opening day but Barking are now third as there
were also big victories for Ilford and Waltham Forest.
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ON THIS DAY: BARKING 4-0 REDBRIDGE
Saturday July 30 2016 – Essex Senior League
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Barking Football Club
Mayesbrook Park, Lodge Avenue, Dagenham, Essex, RM8 2JR
Tel:
Website:
E-Mail:

07961 323 320
www.barking-fc.co.uk
secretary@barking-fc.co.uk

Barking FC are an unincorporated association run by a committee.

Club Personnel
President
Dave Blewitt
Life Vice Presidents
Eddie McClusky, John Wilson, Derek Pedder, John Harrison
Club Chairman: Rob O’Brien
Vice Chairman: Mick O’Shea
Club Secretary, Match Day Secretary & Treasurer: Keith Whittington
Website Editor & Archivist (on-line archives): Terry Gilbert
Match Day Programme Editor & Press Officer: Trevor Gilbert
Archivist (written and printed archives): Derek Pedder
Public Address System: Dave Blewitt
Boardroom Hospitality: Maureen Debenham
Clubhouse Hospitality: Debbie O’Brien & Maureen Debenham
Head Groundsmen: Rob O’Brien & Mick O’Shea
Ground Maintenance: Keith Whittington, George Rose, John Porter
Match Day Dressing Room Security: Archie Buckland
Club Safety Officer: John Hockley
Equality & Diversity Officer: Anna Russell
First Team Manager: Charlie MacDonald
Assistant Manager: Darren Manning
Physiotherapist: Ally Maloney
Under 23s Manager: Jeff Sears
Under 23s Assistant Manager: Alan Dickens
Academy Director: Mick O’Shea
Head of Youth Football & Welfare Officer: Anna Russell
Sunday Team Manager: Joe Blewitt
Sunday Team Secretary: Julie Ricketts
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A PREMATURE LEAGUE TABLE….
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FIXTURES/L

OUR NEW FIRST TEAM HOME SHIRT SPONSOR

GOGINGER DIGITAL AGENCY

Thanks to GoGinger for their support this season!
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Essex Senior League
Saturday 30 July 2022
Kick Off 3:00pm
Barking FC
Harry Baker
Eljay Worrell
Sam Dickens
Remi Nelson
Ben O’Brien
Kenidi Dariri
Jack Folan
George Okoye
Charlie Cole
Timi Monsheju
Jamie Age
Louis Dillon
Alfie Leach
Alessandro Wisdom

No.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
14.
15.
16.
17.

Charlie MacDonald (Manager)
Darren Manning (Assistant Manager)
Ally Maloney (Physio)

Halstead Town
Jack Cherry
Ryan Carter
Matt Travell
Matt Coppen
Jack Schelvis
Joe Jones
Jake Brown
Adam Hampson
Jordan Blackwell
Markus Dunn
Cavin Poku
Jordan Palmer
Garry Burdett
Nick Miller
Mark Dallinger
Joe Thomas

Mark McLean (Manager)
Pete Travers (Assistant Manager)

Craig Wood
Mackenzie Klessa-Smith

Gavin Bailey

NEXT UP AT MAYESBROOK PARK

- 20 -

